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‘ The 
‘ issue 
‘mendous importance; and 
“it must take place at no very distant day. | 
Therefore, thoneh my opinions os. 


which we 
considerations 


are at 
of most tre- 


question 
involves 


uj mn 


** it stand already, over and over again, re- 
** corded in terms the most positive as to} 
* meaning, and the most distinct as to ex- 


pression, [ am anxious, from a sense of duty 
towards my country as well as from a love 
‘ of honest fame, to put them once more into 
* print. 
‘ error, as to this weighty matter, justice to. 
whom I may have 
ds that I put into their hands the power 
of detection; and, if events should prove 
‘““ that [ am correct, justice towards 
‘demands that I put beyond all dispute ney 
claim to that public con fidence which may 
‘ serve ads some compensation for all the per- 
secution which I may have suffered, chiefly 
‘ for having promulgate d these very opinions 


‘ wards those misled de- 


* man 


*€ which Iamnow about to re-asse rt.” =—Ls rrER 
ro TIERNEY, WRITTEN THE Ist JULY, 13818, 
AND PUBLISHED IN ENGLAND ON THE iL2TU 


SEPrEMBER OF THAT YEAR, 





TO 


THE KING. 


Barn-Eim Farm, 30th September, 1829. 


MAY IT PLRASE your Magzsry, 

Tue time is fast approaching, nay, is 
actually arrived, which calls on me re- 
spectfully to remind your Majesty, that 
nearly two years ago (20th December, 
1827), I, in pursuance of what I deemed 
my duty, warned your Majesty of the 
dangers that menaced this great and re- 
nowned commonwealth, of which I have 
the honour to be a native, and of which 
you have the greater honour to be both 
anative and King. I did not, however. 
content myself with this warning ; but 
tendered to you my services in endea- 
vouring to protect the country against 


the decision of 


myself 








If events should prove that J am in jot England, 





foresaw and fore- 
that these services 


ie dangers which I 
“ 1. [need not say, 
were not accepted of; that fact being 
notorious to the whole nation; but be- 
fore proceeding to those weighty matters, 
to address your Majesty on which it is 
now my intention, I think it right to state 


\the precise terms in which those services 


were tendered, the time being just after 
it had been reported that Lorp Har- 

rowsy had declined being the successor 
of Lorp GopERICcH. 


The “ end” does then appear to be ap- 
| proaching ; and the effects seem to be such as 
are described in the words of my MOTTO, 
| making part of a Register, written more than 
eight years ago. "The office of Prime Minister 
which was formerly too high, too 
great, too brilliant and precious a prize for 
ordinary men to look at, now goes a begging! 
Such a state of things never existed before; 
and this was not anticipated by any human 
bei ‘ing, except my self. Your Masesty having, 
as it is reported, really offered the Prime 
Ministership to, and received a rejection from, 
Dubey Ryper, now the EarL, | believe it is, 
of Harrowsy, must, I presume, and I may 
fairly presume it, be in great distress to finda 
Minister. Now, I myself, am just as much 
Your Masrsty’s subject as Dupitey RyDer ;* 
1 aim not very far from being as old as he; and 
there is not one man in Your MaAJesty’s do- 
minions, who will not unhesitatingly declare, 
that I am a thousand times as fit to be your 
Minister as he and that I am, at this 
moment, more fit for that office than any 
other man in the kivgdom. If your Majesty 
were to put your people to the vote, you would 
find a majority of twenty to one for the affirma- 
tion of this proposition. I, therefore, by these 
presents, offer myself to Your MaJssty as 
Prime Minister of your kingdom, and pars 
ticularly as Minister of the money matters. 

1 do this in perfect seriousness; I put the 
offer upon record, in order that | may refer to 
it, and that others may refer to it; L tell Your 
Masesvy, that it is my opinion that a dreadful 
convulsion will that destruction to 
property; and that dangers and sufferings, 
such as I do not care to describe, will take place 
in this kingdom, unless those measures be 
adopted which I have recommended, and 
which I have in store for the occasion; and 
which no man living, that [ know of, can carry 
into execution so well as myself, 


S35 


arise ; 


When I made this offer, I was, as I 
then stated to your Majesty, in perfect 
seriousness, I wanted nothing for my- 
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self; I disdained private advantage, and 


told your Majesty that you had nothing 

to give me that | would thank vou for 

I did not make this offer barat sepa 
th proofs that 


confidence, and 


I was entitled to vour 
that of the country; [ 


demonstrated to you, that I had foreseen 


and foretold, ir m the very beginning, 
ail the mischiets that have fallen upon 


at 


e country in consequence of the hor- 
rible funding and paper- 
money I besought your Majesty to go 
back with me, even to the year 1803: 
and there witness the profound know- 
ledge which | had discovered with re- 
gard to this most important matter, and 
to observe how exactly events had veri- 
fied my predictions even of that distant 
day. I showed your Majesty, that | 
had pursued this horrible enemy of your 
people and your dignity from ‘that day 
until the year 1818, when a return to 
gold payments appeared to be first seri- 
ously contemplated by the Ministry and 
the Parliament; I showed your Majesty 
how earnestly I laboured at that time to 
prevent the evils which afterwards arose 
out of the Bill of 1819, commonly called 
Peel’s Bill. 1 showed your Majesty, 

that the moment I received intelligence 
of the 


sysiem oi 


passing of that bill, I being 
then in exile, to aveid the dungeons 
then so much crowded in my _ native 


country; I showed your Majesty, that 
the moment | received 
the passing of that bill, I, though an 
exile, though savagely persecuted by 
persons acting in the name of your Ma- 
jesty, forgot not my duty to you and to 
my country ; bnt, even from that foreign 
country in which I avarned the 


nation of its dangers: in order to 


was, 
and, 


give as much weight as possible to the 
warning, addressd it djrectly to your 
Majesty, from the city of New York, 


under date of 5th September, 1819. 

In that letter L again proved to your 
Majesty, that the measure of 1819 never 
could be’carried into fall effect without 

nvulsion in the ¢ 
wealth; and I besought your Majesty to 
interpose your high authority in time, in 
order to prevent the ruin which I fore- 
saw as the inevitable consaquense of | 
that measure. 


producing a ci ‘ommion- 
I 


To rue Kina. 


intelligence of 


di ic mull es, 


I asserted, that the mea-| 
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sure never could, by any possibility, be 
carried into full effect: | pledged my 
reputation as a politician, and said that, 
it J could, I would pledge my life, that 
that measure could never be carried into 
effect. In that letter I most earnestly 
hbesovneht your MM: \jesty to believe, that 
of all the visionary schemes that ever 
were hea the sche 


ling the nation to pay its debts and other 


rd of, me for compel- 
engagements was the wildest and mad- 
st. That letier contained the follow- 
ing distinct prophecy upon the project : 
* Of all the wild and visionary schemes 
“that ever issued from the heads of 
‘“ weak and obstinate men, this is the 
“ wildest and most visionary; and the 
« fate of it will be something like this: 
that, after having caused unspeakable 
“misery amongst the poorer classes; 
“ after having crushed a great part of 
* the middle classes ; alter having driven 
‘“ away to foreign lands a very consider- 
7 able portion of the real resources of the 
6 country - alter having crippled a great 
“and powerlul country ; aiter having 
“ humbled it in the eyes of the whole 

“world; after having brought it to the 


dest. 


‘“‘ eve of some terrible convulsion : after 
‘all this, it will be abandoned; and 
“never (the present taxes remaining) 


“ will an expectation of seeing cash- 
“ payments again exist in any mind but 
‘that of a born idiot.” 

Now, was it with these proofs of clear~ 
sizhtedness, of f foreks iowledge, of pro- 
found skill as to this im E ortant subject, 
which, like Aaron’s rod, win allows up ail 
others ; when ] hi: ad these to place 
hefore your Majesty, pr resumption in me 
totender you those services which were 
rejected for the services of a man, who 
is now believed by all the world to know 
nomore about the matter, tohave no more 
capacity for extricating the nation from its 
than any baby hanging at 
the breast of its mother? Was it pre- 
sumption ; was it impud ence ; was it ar- 
—— pretension, which stimulated me 
to ofier those services. [I speak not in 


was it, 


| dis paragement of et her the mind or the 


good intention of the Minister whose 


Services you preferred to mine. In 


some things, and particularly in that pro- 
fession which he has pursued during his 
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life, he may be, for aught I know to the’ 
contrary, one of the greatest men in the 
world. As to his intentions and desires, 
they cannot be bad, unless we could sup- 
pose him the unnatural enemy of him- 
He may, for 
contrary, have 


self and his posterity. 
aught that I know to the 
a competent knowledge of the interests 
ot the nati 


n with regard to its foreign 
relationships. 


I doubt this, | must con- 
fess, when I see his proceedings with re- 
gard to North and South America, and 
when I think of the protoco!s of St. Pe- 
tersburgh. Wut, what are all these with- 
out a competent knowledge of the means 
of providing ihe sinews of war; of the 
means for providing for the peace and 
happiness of the people themselves! At 
a time when the nation is plunged into 
difficulties like those of the present day - 
when we behold millions of industrious | 
men in a state of half-starvation; when 
we see industry routed from the fields 
and the workshops; when we behold 
hundreds of thousands of the most vir- 
tuous and industrious families upon the, 
face of this globe, plunged in the gloom 
of anxiety, lest pauperisin should be their 
lot; when we see the landowner doubt- 
ing whether his estate will be his for an- 
other year, and the tenant hesitating be- 
tween further adventure and retirement 
toa shed; when we see all men filled 
with doubt as to whether they have pro- 
perty or not; and hear from every 
tongue the exclamation, ‘ This never can 
last!” When such is the state of the 
country, does it not demand science to 
be brought into play suchas your Minis- 
ter certainly does not possess , 

The public rumour is, that the Parlia- | 
ment is to be called together in Novem- 
ber; that the Duke of WeLLINGTON is 
to be compelled to change his system, 
the landowners and occupiers 
solved to make an exertion, at 
te, to cause the mali-tax to be re- 
i will state to your Majesty 


is change of measures, an! this 
intended repeal of the malt-tax (in case 
of no change of measures) would ope- 
rate; hut, first, IL beg leave to remind 
you, that the Duxz of Wettineroy, 
his colleagues, and his predecessors, 
have ali been duly, and regularly, and 


distinctly, warned by me: warned in 
such a manner that nothing short of the 
most wilful obstinacy could have led them 
to proceed in their courses in despite of 
the warning. The measure which im- 
mediately presses upon the nation, is the 
bill of March, 1826, which is taking 
out of circulation all bank-notes of an 
amount less than five pounds. When 
this bill was before the House of Com- 
mons, i proved to the Ministry and the 
Parliament, that it must produce general 
ruin; and, if persevered in, general 
confusion, unless its execution were ac- 
companied with a /arge reduction of the 
taxes, After having proved this to them, 
as Clearly as the tower, of Windsor pre- 
sents itself to your Majesty’s eyes on a 
bright summer’s day; after having left 
no possibility of doubt upon the subject 
in any sane mind that contemplated the 
matter; alter having made the truths too 
apparent not to be seen by children of 
ten years of age, if addressed to them ; 
after all this, seeing the Ministry and 
Parliament persevere, I, as a last resort, 
presented a petition to the House of 
Commons, which contained a distinct 
expression of the warning, and which 
petition | now lay before your Majesty 
as proof undeniable of the wilful obsti- 
nacy or profound ignorance of your Mi- 
nisters, 

To the Honourable the Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Treland, in Parliament assembled. 

THE PETITION OF WILLIAM COBBETT, OF 
KENSINGTON, In THE COUNTY OF 
MIDDLESEX, 


| Most humbly shows, 


1. That your petitioner, perceiving that 
there is a Bill before your Honourable House, 
to limit, and aftera certain period, to prohibit, 
the circulation of ‘* Promissory Notes, under 
a limited sum in England,”’ most respectfully 
begs leave to pray your Honourable House to 
reflect on the evils that may preceed from 
such Bill, if unaccompanied by other mea- 
sures, Which other measures do not appear to 
be in the contemplation of your Honourable 
House. 

2. That the last sixteen years have witness- 
ed four sudden changes in the value of money 5 
that every change has attended with 
ereat masses of ruin; that, at every change, 
the working classes have been sunk deeper 
and deeper in poverty and in want, till, at 
last, they present a spectacle of human 
wretcheduess and degradation, such as the 
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world never befure beheld; that all this 
ruin and misery have been caused by Acts 
passed by your Hovourable House ; and that 
previous to the passing of every one of; these 
\cts, your humble petitioner has distinctly 
and peblicly predicted the fatal consequences 
of the said Acts respectively, each and every 
of which has fulfilled his predictions to the 
very letter. 

3. That in the above-mentioned Bill, now 
before your Honourable House, your humble 
Petitioner sees a design to cause gold and 
silver to be the circulating money of England ; 
that he knows, as well as he knows fire burns, 
that if gold and silver be the circulating 
money of England, that more than half the 
present nominal amount of the taxes can- 
not be levied, without producing ruin and 
wretchedness absolutely insupportable ; and 
that, therefore, while he expresses his pro- 


found gratitude to your Honourable House, | 


for your laudable design to restore to the 
people the security given by His Majesty's 
coin, he most humbly but most earnestly 
prays your Honourable House to reduce the 
taxes to an amount not exceeding that which 
was their amount before the small paper- 
money supplauted the coin of His Majesty.— 
And your Petitioner will ever most humbly 
pray. 

Feb, 20, 1826, WILLIAM COBBETT. 

If your Majesty first do me the honour 
to read this petition; then look at the 
present situation of your people; and 


then see, as you must, how this horrible | 
situation has arisen from a rejection of 


the prayer of this petition ; I am certain 


that you must lament that the author of 


that petition had not the power of caus- 
ing his advice to reach yourears. What 
justification can the’ Ministers and the 
Parliament have? Here was the warn- 
ing distinctly given to them before they 
passed the bill. In addition to the peti- 
tion, 1 used all the means in my power 
to prevail on the Ministers and Parlia- 
ment to follow my advice. ‘“ Here,’ 
sail I, “ the House, the Ministers, and 
** the nation, have my opinion and prayer 
** tecorded on the journals of the House 
itself; and so distinctly and positively 
“ expressed, as to leave room for no 
*« miscomprehension, no cavil, no shufile. 
My former predictions were recorded 
“ only in my own works. ITlere is a re- 
cord that every body may refer to, 
** and that will, at all times, bear testi- 
mony against me if I be in error.” 

Could, may it please your Majesty, 
aijything be more lair, more indicative 


~ 


. 
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lof earnestness and public spirit, more 
clearly proving the sincerity of the peti- 
‘tioner? Not only was this petition 
‘treated with silent disregard, but the 
speech of the noble presenter of the pe- 
tilion was treated in the same way ; and, 
iwhile I am claiming my own right in 
this respect, I must not fail to do justice 
ito his Lordship, who is now the only 
'man, in either Houses of Parliament, 
| who ever had the sense or the spirit to 
make a stand for the country on this all- 
important subject, and whose speech, 
| when he presented this petition, deserves 
to be recorded and repeated at all times 
with the petition itself. I beseech your 
Majesty to pay attention to it; for it re- 
| lates to matters much more closely con- 
nected with your fame and your happi- 
| ness, than your Ministers and Parlia- 
| ment would seem to imagine. 


Lord Foikstonr said he had a petition to 
present, to which he wished to call the atten- 
tion of the House. It was signed by only one 
person, but that person had so distinguished 

himself upon the subjects to which it related, 
| that he deserved particular attention. It was 
| signed by William Cobbett, and related to a 
| Bill now in progress through the House, to 
limit, and, after a certain period, prohibit the 
circulation of promissory notes, It stated, 
| that the petitioner had witnessed, in the 
| course of the last sixteen years, a variety of 
| changes with respect to the currency, all of 
| which had been productive of the greatest 
| calamities to the people ; that while the mea- 
} sures were in progress, he had uniformly pre- 
| dicted the consequences likely to ensue, and 
}those predictions had turned out true; that 

he predicted the same consequences tn respect 
| of the measure now before the House, unless 
it were accompanied by other measures ; and 

he concluded with a prayer, that the House 
| would repeal so much of the taxes as would 


| reduce the taxation of the country to the state 


in which it was before the small paper money 
supplanted the coin of His Majesty. The 
| Noble Lord observed, that having himself a 
| high opinion of the talents of this gentleman, 
and agreeing with him in the opinions on this 
subject, he had great pleasure in presenting 
the petition, more especially because he found 
it coincided with what he (Lord F.) had stated 
to the House on a former night. It did not 
petition the House not to pass the Bill, and 
he (Lord F.) had himself voted in support of 
the Bill, but it warned the House against the 
proceeding, without adopting other measures, 
in the belief that, if this measure was passed 
unaccompanied hy other measures which, 
however, were not in contemplation) the 
greatest calamities were likely-to fall upon 
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the country. He moved that the petition be 
brought up. 

Col. JoUNSTONE seconded the motion. He 
stated, that he observed with regret that Mi- 
nisters had relinquished the principles upon 
which they had set out; and he wished they 
would revert to their original intentions. He 
was sure that the whole of this petition, when 
considered in counexion with the prognosti- 
cations, which the author had so frequently 
put forth, and which had been so thoroughly 
realized, would meet with every consideration 
from the House. 


I earnestly beseech your Majesty to 
look well at the solemn warnings which 
your Ministers and the Parliament have 
received. They disregarded these warn- 
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There can, therefore, be no doubt as 
to the cause of the present ruin and 
/misery: the wild project of free trade, 
‘as itis called; the extravagant expen- 
|diture in Canada and elsewhere; the 
| hideous situation of Ireland, which has 
been thrown into confusion by a measure 
which was said to promise peace and 
harmony: these have contributed their 
mite; but it is a mere mite compared 
with what has been done by that bill 
which I so strenuously laboured to pre- 
vent being passed, unnaccompanied with 
_a reduction of the taxes. It was very 
desirable to get rid of the vile paper- 


ings; they persevered in their ruinous;money; your Majesty’s honour, and the 
course, and the country is now ruined.| safety of your people demanded a return 
All men agree that ruin is come: there|to your coin, and a riddance from the 
is no difference of opinion upon this point : | rubbish issued by Quakers and Jews, who 
all agree that convulsion is at hand un-| had, in fact, completely usurped your 
less some remedy be applied ; the only| very greatest prerogative ; but, to restore 
difference of opinion being, what has|the coin, without restoring the small 
been the cause, and what is the remedy. | amount of taxes which used to be paid 
As to the former, no doubt can exist in| in coin, was to sentence your people to 
the mind of any man of sense, and no | ruin and starvation ; and such a measure 
doubt will be expressed by any man of| never could have been adopted, except 
candour. The measure of abolishing | with a view to rnin your people, or from 












small notes was proposed to the Parlia- 
ment; before it was passed, the Parlia- 
ment was, as we have seen, distinctly 
told, that the measure would ‘ produce 
‘‘ ruin and wretchedness absolutely in- 


‘ignorance of which no words can give a 
‘description. We choose to believe in the 
latter, as the least criminal of the two; 
|but surely a whole nation ought not to 
suffer ; millions of innocent and meri- 














“ supportable, unless the taxes were re-|torious men ought not to perish, or to be 
“duced to an amount not exceeding that | degraded, at the least, from the suffering 
“which was their amount before the | of ignorance so profound to predominate 
‘small paper-money supplanted the |and bear sway. 

“ cvin of his Majesty.” The Parliament} With regard to the remedy, the nation, 
and the Ministry were told this before | and even men of sense and of knowledge 
they passed the bill; here is the warn-| in this affair are divided in opinion. 
ing recorded in my petition; besides|Some, and thdse the greater part, are 
which, it was, during the progress of the | for a return to the vile and base paper- 
bill, clearly proved to them, over and | money, and, of course, to a re-usurpation 
over again, by the noble Lord who did|of your Majesty’s prerogative on the 
me the high honour of presenting my|part of usurious and monopolizing 
petition, and who had given the same | Quakers and Jews. These men; I mean 
warnings to the same Parliament and | sensible and disinterested men, prefer 
Ministry several years before; but|this mode, this remedy; because it is 
whose warnings had always been treated |the most easy to accomplish; because 
with supercilious disregard, and, upon |it gets rid of present inconvenience and 
one occasion, turned into jest by the | suffering, they being willing to run the 
saucy and empty-headed Cannino, in| risk of future, though greater danger, in 
whose whole composition there never was | order to save themselves and the country 
a thousandth part of the sense or public |from ruin so pressing as the present. 
spirit as that which fell to the lot of the | Your Ministers must be ashamed ; must, 
little finger of that nobleman. \if they have any feeling, sink into the 
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earth, if it were possible, to hide them- 
selves from men’s eyes, at the very 
thought of returning to the base paper- 
money, which would not be merely an 
expedient for the raising of prices, en- 
abling farmers to pay rents, and saving 
debtors and mortgagors from ruin: it 
would not be merely this; but the act 
that should sanction this return would be 
a direct, an open, a positive act of na- 
tional bankruptcy. It would proclaim 
to the world, that England, so Jong the 
proud emporium of wealth, was become 
a bankrupt; that its boasted national 
faith was a mere cheat practised upon 
mankind ; that, in spite of all its profes- 
sions and solemn declarations; in spite 
of all its boasted endless resources, it 
has at last become unable to pay its 
debts, and was covering its shame by the 
means of a false and villanous paper 
which it pretended to call money. The 
case is not now as it was in the year 
1822, or at any former period. There 
is now an Act of Parliament, declaring 
that the worthless rags shall cease to 


hetween the coin and the paper; the 
former would become the standard of the 
depreciation of the latter; two distinct 
prices would soon evince the difference 
in the value of the two: the taxes would 
he paid in worthless rags, while men 
would keep the gold and silver tor the 
‘purposes of mutual private exchange: 
‘the paper would fall lower and lower in 
value, as compared with the coin; the 
' revenue, though the same in amount, 
would shrink to next to nothing in the 
lhands of the Minister; and the annui- 
‘tant, and all connected with the state, 
would be beggars. 


Nevertheless, such is the severity of 


ithe pressure at this moment, and such 
‘the dread of entering boldly upon an 
| equitable adjustment, that the far greater 
| part of the landowners, including the 
lclergy; of the merchants and traders, 
}and of all people of property; the 
\far greater part of them, preferring the 
| chance of future destruction, to the cer- 
jtainty of immediate ruin, and the in- 
tolerableness of present suffering, are 


circulate: they have so, ceased, as far | decidedly tor a return to the worthless 


the law can make them: they have been 
gradually disappearing, and are fast 


rags. They reason thus: the abolishing 
of the rags is the cause of our ruin; it is 


getting out of sight; to bring them back, | the cause of want of rents, want of means 


therefore, while it would show to all eyes 


the monstrous ignorance of the Ministers | 


and the Parliament, would be to all the 
world a declaration of the bankruptcy of 
the country. 


| an end to our misery. 


|to carry on trade, want of money to pay 
‘for labour; want of every thing ; which 
| want is the cause of our misery. There- 
| fore, a restoration of the rags would put 
In the first place, 


Nor is this all, may it please your | they forget that it was the rags, the abun- 
Majesty; the disgrace and the danger | dance of the rags, which produced the 
would by no means stop here. Foolish, | terrible havoc of 1825 and 1826; and 


indeed, is the man who imagines that the 
worthless rags would circulate ix com- 
pany with your Majesty’s coin. This 
point was settled by the Parliament itself 
in 1826, when the House of Commens 
resolved, “ that to have a circulation of 
‘* coin along with small notes, is ab- 
** solutely impossible.” Therefore, the 
circulation of paper must be compulsory 
by law: the worthless rags, as your 


they offer us no argument at ail; they 
offer not a word to the Duke of We - 
LINGTON, to convince him that it is pos- 
sible to re-issue the rags without pro- 
ducing a similar effect. In the next 
place, they do not seem to perceive the 
great difference that has been produced 
in the state of the question sizice the year 
1826. Then, smal! notes had never been 
abolished by law, since their first intro- 





Ministers themselves call them, must be 
made a legal tender; the country rags | 
must be protected as well as the town | 
rags; still, people would cling to the 
coin; and, as some coin is now cir- 


‘duction. Now,they have been abolished. 


Now, all men understand the subject, 
foreigners as well as Natives. Now, the 
whole world has its eyes upon England, 
and wait to see whether she would be 





culating in every part of the country, | bankrupt or not. Your Ministers, more- 


an open competition would take place | over, have explicitly declared that, if 
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they cannot support a gold circulation 
now, they never can do it. At the end 
of a long peace, and with as low esta- 
blishments and little expences as they 
ever expect to have; if they cannot pay 
in coin, they frankly acknowledge that 
they never can; and, therefore, if they 
now give way, insolvency is proclaimed 
by themselves. Theretore, the situation 
of things is wholly different from what it 
has been at any former period ; and the 
consequences of our returning to paper 
would be wholly different also. Alter a 
long contest; a contest of a few years, 
at any rate, between the coin and the 
paper, the latter would wholly disappear, 
as it did in America and in France, and 
would leave a considerable part of the 
community reduced to beggary. 

Noiwithstanding all this, the far greater 
part of the people of properiy shudder 
at the idea of any other remedy than 
that of a return to the paper. Bank re- 
striction, legal tender, and paper-money 
are theirremedies. It has, indeed, been 
stated in the public prints, that there is 
a meeting to be held, in London, of the 
landowners of England, to take into 
consideration the propriety of calling 
county meetings, to petition for a repeal 
of all the duties on malt. This, if in- 
tended as a beginning in the way of a 
reduction of taxes, would be very good : 
it is the legal, the constitutional, the 
rational, and the efficient mode of pro- 
ceeding ; for, as a protection of your 
Majesty’s people against the villanous 
usarpers of your prerogative, the bill of 
1826 was wise and just; but it was un- 
just and grossly unwise, when accom- 
panied with no reduction of the taxes ; 
jor, in effect, it more than doubled those 
taxes ; and was as unjust as it would be 
to alter the size of the bushel by law, 
and to compel him who had bargained 
to deliver wheat at a certain price by the 
Winchester busiei, to deliver it at the 
same price, measured by a bushel of twice 
the capacity. 

If, therefore, the landowners have in 
view to compel the Government to take 
off the taxes, their intention is just, and 
their mode of proceeding most effica- 
cious; but, if they have in view to com- 


pel the Ministry to put forth the paper | allotted and gyn 


3p Ocroxser, 1829. 


430 

























































again, their motive is not so laudable, 
though their proceeding will certainly be 
efficacious for their purpose. In 1822, 
the rents of lands were so badly paid, 
that the landlords were on the point of 
beggary, and their tenants in a pretty 
veneral state of ruin. This arose, not 
‘from an actual suppression of the small 
|paper-money, but from the near ap- 
proach of the time appointed by law for 
that suppression. ‘There were nine 
months yet to come, before the suppres- 
sion was to take place; but the paper- 
money makers were preparing for the 
suppression, and even that preparation 
produced intolerable suffering to the land. 
At that time, the manufacturers and 
merchants were gay: they felt little of 
the pressure ; but now it is felt in every 
department of life: it is felt by all who 
,do not live on the taxes, from the land- 
holder peer, down to the barber who 
shaves for a penny. 
The landowners did not, in 1822, call 
for an enlargement of the term of the 
existence of small paper-money: they 
‘did not in direct terms speak of the ne- 
icessity of such a measure: they had 
| supported the bill of Peel of 1819: they 
had unanimously, and with shouts of ap- 
| planse, adopted that bill; and shame re- 
strained them for calling for its repeal, 
or from blaming the Ministers who had 
broughtitin. They, therefore, said no- 
thing about the evils of that bill; but 
complained of the weight of the taxes, 
‘and particularly of that of the malt tax, 
which came immediately upon one of the 
great articles of the produce of their 
land. This was great generalship ; and 
they manceuvred in this way. One of 
them gave notice of a motion for a re- 
peal of the duties on malt. Nothing 
‘could be more popular; nothing more 
reasonable ; nothing more evidently tend- 
ing to lighten the burdens of the whole 
of the people; and that, too, with regard 
|to an article in such universal use, in 
isuch high favour with the people, and 
forming so large a part of the produce 
‘of the land. The landowners very ju- 
| diciously suid not aavardg bout reducing 
| the interest of the Debt;—ngt syllable 
| about docking the salagies Sait i 
Weise i 
TER 6 a 
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paper-money ; never hinted at lowering |means which no man could gainsay ; 
the pay of soldiers and sailors; not a! means which would have been approv ed 
breath did they utter against the magni- | of by the annuitants of every descrip- 
tude of expenses, which they left to the | tion; by all persons in public em- 

little babblers who cant about the frac- ploy, and even by the fundkolders them- 
tions of estimates, not one shilling of | selves. 

which estimates ought ever to be voted : It was curious to observe how this 
they simply and most sensibly proposed physic worked upon the Ministers, or, 

to ask for a repeal of the malttax! So! rather, how the fear of being compelle d 
that, they had the whole country with | to swallow it, worked them. The notice 
them, soldiers and sailors especially, for the malt motion was quietly entered 
who are dear lovers of good beer, and a jinthe book, some time in the month of 
great deal of it. They had with them|May. The Ministers almost seemed to 
the hall-pay people, the pensioners, know nothing about it for a litde while: 
placemen, sinecurists, and even the fund-|they looked at it side-w: ays, as they 
holders ; for all thought that good and | p: assed by. as sparrows do at a bed sowed 
cheap beer would be an _ excellent | with radishes, There the notice lay 
thing! ‘while petitions were pouring in about 

But, the Ministers, though by no agricultural distress, and while speeches 

means ove 3 wise and far seeing, had | | upon the same subject were oc casionally 
sense enough to see, that they could not being made. When the Ministers ap- 


pay the establishments and the interest peared to receive these in a careless 
of the Debt without money; nor, 


in- | manner, some landowner or other just 
deed, with less money than they were |asked the Honourable a Mr. 
then receiving ; for, with all their reve- | Wesrerx, when he meant to bring 
nue, they were still obliged to borrow, { forward hie motion about the an tax, 

in one shap e or another, to make eood | iwhich they sometimes called ‘‘ a motion 
their half-yearly payments They had | | for the relief of the barley- growers ” ; 
sense e ough to see that they could not | then there was some talk about an ‘ ‘open 
do without the amount of the malt tax ;|day,” and some little parley with the 
and they must have been blind, indeed, | Ministers as to what day was likely to 
not to have seen that the malt tax, {suit best; and they were always for the 
which eee to five or six millions a! most distant day. ‘By and by, the end of 
year, woul Id, if taken off, steal away|the session being approachi ng, a day 

about filteen mi ‘Ions more along with it. | was fixed at the distance of about Ps 
Lest they should not see this, and lest the | weeks, on some excuse or other, about 
Jandowners should not perceive the! the honourable mover being either ill, or 
weight of this cogent argument, I neg- going to the country, or something or 
lected no opportunity of showing them ianother. But, at any rate, the day was 
what would be the inevitable effects of | fixed; I was writing weekly in praise of 
taking off the malt tax. In the first|the intended motion, and anticipating, 
place, there was the amount of the tax | with great delight, al! the numerous and 
itself: in the next place, there was a|great advantages of having beer free 
certain great diminution of the quan-| from tax. 

tity of spirits consumed: in the next At last, Casrirreacu and Vansir- 
place, beer must have supplanted tea | ran, finding that there was great force 
and coffee amongst all the iment nume- | arrayed on the side of the motion, came 
rous class of society, and, along with|down to the House with their bill for 
these, must have supplanted a great part | repealing that part of Peel's Bill which 
of the sugar: in the next place, beer 
would have supplante | wine amongst the 
main part of the midd e class of society. | the small notes in circulation for eleven 
Thus the mass o r-veniue wou'd have | years longer, which every one regarded 
been actually broken to pieces; and that. |as being for ever: this new bill passed 
tdo, by simple means, decidedly popular, | on the 22d of July, 1822; and the notice 


Uses, 





put an end to small notes in nine mon‘hs 
rom that time; their new bill continued 
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for the malt motion crept away, somehow | 
or other, and was never heard of any 
more. 

Now, it seems, it is coming forward in 
a much more formidable manner: it 
coming, backed by county petitions, 
which, to a certainty, will be unani- 
mous; it being impossible for any man 
to stand up at a county meeting and ob- 
ject to such petition. It will be in vain 
for any one to say, that the interest of 
the debt cannot be paid without the 
malt tax: in vain for any one to show 
that the establishments cannot be kept 
up, and the placemen and pensioners 
‘paid, if the malt be freed from its duties: 
every body, gentlemen, farmers, trades- 
men, mec hanics, manutacturers, labour- 
ers ; every soul will be for a repeal of the 
tax. The cry for it will be universal ; 
and, if it were to take place, the relief to 


Is 


the land would be a thousand times 
greater than that which it ever has re- 
ceived, can receive, from any corn 


bill ; even one that would impose a strict 
and entire prohibition. The beer tax, 
which is greater than that of the malt, 
would he reduced to a mere nothing. 
The tax on public- 
of licence and otherwise, 
duced in a like degree. 

would brew his own beer, in all places, 
except in the very crowded parts of the 
greatest of the cities. The tippling 
shops would dwindle to next to nothing ; 
and, as Il observed before, the revenue 
would be completely broke noup. It is 
impossible to believe that taxed tea and 
sugar, and coffee, would be used by the 
millions in the middle and lower class o! 
life, it they could have really good beer 
for little more thana halipenny a en 
which they would have if the tax wer 

taken from the malt; and the dileiones 
in the price of good beer and bad wine 
would then be so great, 


would be 1 eC- 


to be used at all by the millions of the 
nation. 

If, therefore, the landowners adopt 
this mode of proceeding, and adhere to 
it with spirit, they will drive your Ma- 
jesty’s Minister from his post, or they 
will drive him from his measure, which, 
unaccompanied with reduced taxation, 
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-houses, in the shape | 


E very labour rer 


that it is impos- | 
sible that the latter could be continued | 
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one of most grinding oppression, and one 
\that strikes immediately at the estate of 
every landowner in the kingdom. The 
Dexe of Wexrutineron has said, that, 
whether the debt were contracted in de- 
_preciated paper or not, the interest ought 
to be paid in gold in full tale and weight, 
and of standard fineness. The apology 
for his saying this, and the only apo- 
logy, is, that he did not understand the 

but that dees not lessen the in- 
jury to those who have to pay this in- 
terest: absence of evil intention in him, 
which I am quite willing to admit, does 
not diminish the suffering caused by his 


y 
= 
| 


sul ect; 


errors. Supposing his position to be 
true: nothing, indeed, can well be far- 
ther from the truth; but, supposing 


it to be quite true, the thing is im- 
it is physically impossible ; 

for destruction must fall upon the people ; 
the roads must be strewed with bodies 
starved to death, before the thing could 
be accomplished ; and men will not lie 
down and starve to death by hundreds 
without those sorts of efforts to save their 
lives which must of necessity endanger 
the state. 

The Duke bas said, and this, as in the 
|former case, in his place in Parliament, 
that it is necessary to bring the people 
back to former habits ; that is to say, I 
presume, to expenses, prices, é 
| trading, mode of living, such as were in 
| practice before the war with France. 
This is very desirable, and is easily ac- 
complished. But, 
done without convulsion, if done without 
exposing the eas L.. an overthrow, it 
must be done with JUSTICE, It must 
be done with JUS Rit. E; and, now, let 
me be suffered to ay ppeal to your Ma- 
jesty whether it be just to make the 
nat ion pay its debtsin mon ey three times 
jas valuable as that in which the debts 
contracted! Let me appeal to 
your Majesty, whether it be just tomake 
the p eople pay the same nominal amount 
of salary as they paid when the mo ney 
was only of one third of the value that 

tis now. It must be well lnown to your 
Majests (for it is we ll known to us all), 
that the pay of the soldiers, for instance, 
was more than doubled, in consc quence 
of the depreciation in the value of money 


ssible: 


W ere 





mode of 


f done quietly; if 
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and, I appeal to your Majesty, whether 
it be JUST that the industrious and 
toiling part of your subjects should now 
be compelled to pay that same double 
pay to the soldiers, when the money has 
lue. Whe- 
ther it be just that the labouring man 
should now pay twice 
soldier as was formerly paid him ; seeing 


been restored to its former va 
as much to the 


that that labouring man’s wages has now 
fallen down to what it was at the time 
when the soldiers pay was doubled. It 
is a well known fact, that the salaries, 
in all the departinents of the state ; that 
allowance S, all pensions, a'l rewards 


Tt) 
all 


for services, were greatly augmented, 
upon the express ground that the money 
had fallen in value: this is periectly 
notorious; this is known to every man 
inthe king’om; and may [ not sately 
appeal to the pease 3 your Majesty, 


and urge that it is uniust, that it is cruel, 
to compel the industrious and labouring 
people, and even professional men and 
men of fortune, to continue to pay these 
same salaries and allowances, and the 
like, to their full and nominal amount, 
when a law has actually been passed to 
double, if not treble, the value of money. 
I assume, without that your 
Majesty will assent to the injustice of 
this, and that you 
ful aid to relieve vour 
intolerable burden. 
Ancient kabits”! Does the Duxe 
of Wetiinearon want us to return 
ancient habits? Let then the Duke give 
us ancient taxes; ancient 
s to hear; and, if it be so desirable 
fi yr the people to return to ancient habits, 
oof them be furnished with an example 
in those rive the precept; and who 


t 
: 
' 
i 


hesitation, 
will lend your power- 
peop le from the 
lo 


vive us bur- 


who 
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live upon the Jabour of the people. Be- 
lieving, as I ought to believe, as it 
becomes me to believe, the truth can 
never be disagreeable to your M ijesty, | 
when stated with that respect which itis 
my inclination, ‘hs well as mv duty t 

observe when addressing vour Majests 

I will not be afraid of giving offence, in 
stating to your Majesty the particular 
case of his Highness the Prixce of 
Saxe Conourc. This gentleman had 
awarded him, by Act of Parliament, ii 


case of a melancholy contingency, which 


i 
| 
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unhappily took place, the annual stipend 
or allowance of FIFTY THOUSAND 
POUNDS, to be paid out of the taxes 
raised on your Majesty’s subje cts About 


the magnitude of the > sum, ort he : uatese 
of the contingency, | offer, and, indeed, 


I entertain no opinion ; but, this is a case 
most strikingly in point; for, when that 
award or grant was made by the Parlia- 
ment; when that stipend, or sum, was set- 
tled on, the price of wheat had been, on 
an average of seasons, for nearly or quite 
thirty vears, from thirteen to seventeen 
shillings the bushel, before the measure 
was enlarged. Consequenily, supposing 


the average price to have been filteen 
shillings the bushel, the number of 
bushels of wheat, which was granted to 
the Prince by the Parliament, was 
66,566. But the change which the 
Government has made in the value of 


money, has now, in effect, so augmented 
the sum, that, if paid in wheat, the 
Prince would at this moment be receiving 
133,320 bushels of wheat per annum ; 
and, if this law for paying in gold, to the 
exclusion of smail paper-money, be car- 
ried into full effect, and be persevered 
in for only a short space of time, your 
ingenious, industrious, laborious, nd 
toiling subjects, will have to render to 
the Prin ce more than two hundred thou- 
sand bushels of wheat annually, instead 
of the siv/y-sic thousand granted him by 
the Parliament. I appeal to your Ma- 
jesty’s heart whether this be JUST; 
and if that heart teil you that it is not 


just, am I to believe the ut you will retain 


any Minister, be he whom he may, who 
shall hesitate to rectify the wrong ! 

This, however, may it please your 
Majesty, is only one instance out of 
thousands; and the aggregate is per- 
fectly terrific, especially when we in- 
clude the fundholders, who are, say the 
Duke what he may, overpaid in the same 
monstrous proportion. The inevitable 
effect of this process is, not o nly to op- 
press all persons of the mid ile and lower 
of not only to keep millions 
on the verge of starvation, and to create 
hands of desperate men, with all move- 
ible pro perty laid at thei ‘ir mercy; not 

nly to reduce virtuous, industrious, and 
frugal families to the lowest stage of po- 


rank hile; 
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verty and misery; but to level, with 
merciless hand, all the ramparts of ho- 
nest pride and of laudable emulation; to 
pull down and degrade the best and 
most virtuous part of that which was 
the best and most virtuous society in the 
world, ; 

Nor does the ruthless hand of degra- 
dation stop here: it reaches the land- 
owner of every degree ; but particular! 
that class which is the lowest and 
useful link in the chain between th 
higher and the middle rank of lite. This 
description of persons, who had the 
noir gengs 7 of the peace chicfly com- 
mitted to their superintendence, 
never remain in their station under 
operation of this destroying stem. 
Their estates, already greatly dilapi- 
dated, must swiftly pass into the } ands 
of those on whom the system is heaping 
millions. Jf we suppose the stipend or 
allowance of the Prince of Saxe Co 
pouRG to be paid by two thousand land- 
owners, is it not certain ruin to them if 
the law compel them to give him two 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat in- 
stead of sixty-six thousand? Men are 
deceived by not perceiving the manner 
in which they pay out of their estates. 
It seems to them that they pay nothing 


1\ 
most 


a 


can 
the 
s\ 


but what is taken from them by the tax- |‘ 


gatherer in the shape of money. If they 
were to consider that their estates pay 
all the taxes, direct and indirect, which 
go through the hands of their tenants, 
which go through the hands of the Jabour- 
ers of those tenants, which go through 
the hands of the tradesmen ye » tenants, 
and of their own tenants, if they 
were to consider, that when the relief to 
the paupers is expended, in great part, in 
tax; if they were to consider, that ont 
of their estates must come the taxes paid 
on stamps, paid by lawyers, and 


too: 


paid 
pric 


by doctors; if they were to consider 
these things, and were to ascertain, 


which they would if they would take the 
trouble, that, of the wages of every la- 
bourer on their estates, one half goes in 
tax, and that these taxes go to create, in 
monopolizers, loan-jobbers, Quakers and 
Jews, a monied aristocracy, their riva 
in every species of expense, they would 
soon see how their estates pass away 


ls 
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they would soon discover that there is no 
wonder in the gradual disappearance of 
their dignity, authority, and respecta- 
bility in lite. 

For many 


years, this description of 
gentlemen, together with the whole body 
of the aristocracy, have been amused 
with about devellers. They 
seem to have been afraid of nobody but 


, 


bao be ars 


poor men: they have been tanght to 
believe that the suffering poor have 
wanted their estates; and that, to pre- 
serve them trom these rude hands, no- 
thing but sternness and severity was 


necessary. Th 
(or they are 
their real e: 


ey have at last disco vered 
absolutely incurable) that 
emies are of a very different 
description: they have 
(or they are blind, 
estates have been, 

from 


away 
process 


now discovered 
indeed) that their 
and are, gently moved 
them by law, “and by the 
simplest in the world, They 
must be now more than stone blind if 
they donot perceive, that, if that series of 
laws, the last of which they are now 
writhing under, had been so many laws 
passed for the express purpose of trans- 
ferring their estates to the receivers of 


the taxes; if they had begun with, 
‘Whereas, it is expedient that the 
‘estates of the nobility and gentry of 

England shall be transferred to 
‘ Quakers, Jews, and loan-mongers, 


“ without any equivalent”: if all these 
laws had begun in these words, they 
could not have been more effectual than 
they have heen for the purpose expressed 
in such preamble; and if there be a 
man amongst them who is now not con- 
vineed of this, he has too little sense to 
understand the plainest proposition. 

It is fo ir the honour and ang | of your 
Majesty’s crown and family; it is also 
for the goo d and happiness ol your peo- 
ple, that this pro cess of injustice, which 
reaches alike the peer in his mansion, 
and the peasant in his cottage ; it is for 
the honour, the tranquillity, the power, 
the renown of the whole ¢ ommonwealth, 


that this process should speedily ter- 
minate. The termination, however, rests 
with the landowners themselves; for, 
thongh the people in the middle and 


lower class of lile, have, in proportion to 


;| their means and possessions, a due share 
| 





















of interest in the concern; yet, 
them has so small a share, that combina- 
tion amongst them is not to be expected, 
the motive of each is too weak to produce 
action; and; therefore, 


of their last stake, of that last stake they 
will be deprived ; and then must be, and 
will be, a new modelling of this ancient 
and celebrated community of men. 

Whether the landowners will thus 
stand forth, is a quest tion on which I am 
not prepared to decide: boldness and 
poverty are seldom companions: when 
men fee! iia ‘Ives sinki ing, the y become 
timid: it is not so much the blow itselt 
that destroys the sinking victim, as the 
feebleness produced by the blow; it is 
the wantof heart to recover what is lost, 
much more than it is the injury received ; 
and in this condition are now the land- 
owners of England. They are timid, 
because they are poor; and they are 
poor, because they were rendered sus- 
picious of the people who are in reality 
their only friends; and because they 
looked upon those as friends, whose bu- 
siness it was to get their estates. Suill, 
one would hope, and your Majesty must 
hope it above all men living, that there 
is spirit enough left amongst the owners 
of the land to save themselves from the 
Jast stage of human degradation. To 
demand a repeal of the malt tax ; to be 
preparing to make this demand, looks 
well: it discovers not only spirit, but 
sense: itis wise; it is justin itself; i 
is popular: it accords with the well- 
known law of the land ; it accords with 
the constitution as practised by our fore- 
fathers; it is English in its very essence; 
and, if it be persevered in, and, in the 
true spirit, and without any hankering 
after a talse money, and a renewed usur- 
pation of your Majesty's prerogative, it 
will assuredly bring r about that change, 
which is now ‘absolute sly necessary to the 
salvation of the country. 

The first motion upon the subject ; 
petitions from only three counties, wil! 
bring the tax receivers toa parley. Ii 
sill operate on their minds as the erec- 
tion of a battery does opposite a feeble 
enirenchment. ‘That parley must lead 
to a compromise, or to an adjustment on 


each of 


Beatixne or Frencu. 


unless the land- | 
° » » j 
owners themselves stand forth in defence 























principles of equity. That such may 
be the result, is the sincere prayer of 
Your Majesty’s dutiful 
and most obedient 
subject and servant, 


| Wa. COBBETT. 





BEATING OF FRENCH, 


Barn-Eim Farm, 29th September, 1829. 
Frencu’s witnesses swore that he was 
beaten with a stick bigger than a broom- 
stick; that he was beaten when down on 
the ground, as well as when up ; that he 
was kicked when lying on the ground; 
that he was beaten like a bullock, and 
that he db/ed like a pig ; and that when a 
spectator said, “ You will kidd the poor 
gentleman,” one of my sons said, ‘* He 
deserves to be killed.” 
swore, that the stick with which he was 
beaten, was as thick as his wrist; and 
that he still felt the effect of one of the 





| 
k 
| 





blows, and that he verily believed, that 
he should feel it to the end of his life, if 
it did not actually produce his death. 
There was no attempt made to contradict 
or weaken any part of this evidence; not 
a word of cross-examination was put to 
any of the witnesses; my sons had no 
desire to lessen the force of this evi- 
dence, or to diminish the violence of the 
assault, Then, as to the provocation, they 
brought no witnesses at all; but re- 
quested their able counsel to suffer 
French, and even to encourage him, to 
swear just what he pleased ; not to check 
him by any means ; but to let him go on, 
ind paint himself to the Jury and the 
Court. After all this, a Jury, not a man 
of whom was known to any of us, pro- 
nounced “ Guilty of the assault, but with 
STRONG PROVOCATION”; and the 
learned Chairman, who has most ho- 
nourably presided so long on that bench, 
pronounced, with the concurrence of a 
full bench of the most enlightened magis- 
rates in the kingdom, his opinion to 


be in perfect accordance with that of 


the Jury; and that, therefore, though 
the assault was in itself so outrageous, 


the sentence was a fine to the King of 


twenty pounds on the chief beater, and 
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French himself 
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of forty shillings on each of the other 


two! That was sufficient to satisly us; 
for, whatever else he may be, the 
beaten party was, and is, A MEMBER | 
OF THE ENGLISH BAR! I was, 
at first, rather sorry, that the as- 
sault had taken place, because I! 
wanted more time to get at the 
bottom of the “ base conspiracy, as 
Mr. Puivurps justly called it. But, 


perhaps, the coolest reflection could not 
have devised a better mode of making the 
matter public, which, from the beginning, 
I was resolved it should be in one way or 
another. ‘“ The serp emM’s egg is laid, 
‘* and the se rpe nt shall be hate hed an d 
“come forth.” These were my words 
from the beginning ; and, if any apology 
for the boundless rage of my sons were 
wanted, beyond that apol: ey which is 
found in human nature in its general 
workings, it would be found in the cha- 
racter of that MOTHER, the destruc- 
tion of whose peace, and indeed of whose 
life, was aimed at; that life which had | 
been a life of chastity, of sobriety, of 


industry, of frugality, of care, and, 
above all things, of incessant, anxi- 


ous, and heroic devotion to her hus- 
band and her children; thinking no- 
thing of her own health or life (as 
she had repeatedly proved) when put 
in comparison with ours. These 
sons all knew that their mother, who| 
has never had the small-pox herself, 
had insisted upon having them (and 
their sisters too) inoculated with that 
dangerous disease while at her breast, 
lest they should be in danger from it 
when they grew up. Seven times she 
had risked her own life, lest theirs should 
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saw had been placed in jeopardy. 
Hience, their rage; hence this violent 
assault on the part of three young men 
whose names had never been associated 
with any violation of the law ; neither of 
| whom had ever been engaged in fight 
even when a boy; neither of whom had 
ever been guilty of an act of cruelty 
even towards the brute creation. The 
question now put to me, “ how 
“ came such a man as French to be ad- 
mitted into your family?” It was thus: 


is, 


my excellent friend, Mr. Farrenruus, 
the solicitor, spoke of him to me, 
about five years ago, as a Darrister, 
and a man of, learning, who was 
in distress; and suggested, that I 
might be able to assist him in some 
literary way. TIlis poverty, seeing 
his rank in life, was, from such a 


man as Mr. Fairiurc.e, a sufficient re- 
commendation with me and with all my 
‘family. We showed him kindnesses of 
all sorts; he had the Register gratis; I 
enabled him to publish a work of his, by 
making the advance for the paper r and 
print ; “and, in short, we assisted him in 
;many ways, particularly my sons, who 
esteemed his (earning more than I did. 
|One or the other was always hinting to 
me something or other to be done tor 
French ;” and, it is curious 
enough, that the very last words that he 
everheardatiny house, from Birs. Cobbeit, 
were, as he was going away in the even- 
ing: “ We have got some nice lettuces, 
| Mr. French, [ll “send you some.” He 
smiied, and thanked her ; and even at that 
moment he had laid what he must have 
deemed the corner-stone of her destruc- 
tion! Now, who is to be armed against 


' 
= poor Mr. 


be exposed to even distant danger; they| a man like this? Who is to be furnished 


she had never 
one of them to the care of a! 


knew that, when litie, 
left any 


servant for one single half-dey in her|the same object? 


life; they knew that no party of plea- 

sure, no enjoyment of any kind, that | 
nothing had ever tempted her to leave 
her children to the care of any body ; 
they knew all these things : from infancy 
to manhood they had been observers of 
her conduct, and they, as gratitude dic- 
tated, admired and 
ingly. This was the mother whose 
peace, and whose life, these young men 


loved her accord- | 


| with caution, and to be actuated by com- 
passion at the same time, and towards 
The grossness 6 f 
| French’s flattery of me, we all disliked ; 

but we used to observe, in the way of 
apology for him, that he was a harmless 
man, and that nothing ought to be said 
to him to wound his feelings. This is. 
the history of his acquaintance with us ; 
and before blame can be attached to us, 
before we can be deemed deficient in 


point of caution, it must become the 
fashion for men to wear guards on their 
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throats, as protection against the knives 
put into the hands of those whom they 
have set down at their tables. 
To the public thanks, which my sons 
to their able and jndi- 
I beg le: ld mine 


ive to ad 
and also my thanks to t! 


have expressed 
Ci us Cc sunsel, 


1 ' 


1e gentlemen 0 


the , ir, for that generous feeling wl hich | 


th vy G lemonstrated upon this cecasion, | 


Wa. COBBETT. 





COBBETT’S COR® 


the following from the Pats- 
the 19th of Sepiem- 
ber. Lalways said, that the corn would 
ripen in Scortanp; and I am very 
happy to see that my opinion has been 
verified by the result. It will bea great 
blessing to Scotland; and, though I! 
detest the unteeling and perverse feelo- 
sophers, | know that I have as many 
hearty friends in Scotland as (in pro- 
portion to population) in any part of the 
kingdom, I advise all growers of the 
corn not to bein a hurry to gather it. 


I have good and sound ears now that I 


l TAKE 


LEY ADVERTISER 0 


é 
| 
i 
' 
} 


gathered last Christmas Day. 


Cobbett’s Corn. —“ On Tl 
ing a meeting of farmers, 
‘other public-spirited individuals, who | 
«“ {eel interested in the Introduction of 
‘«* Cobbett’s corn into cultivation, 
«place in the house of Mr. Duncar 
‘«* Henderson, for the purpose of forming 
‘a Society for the encouragement of its 
«¢ erowth in the West of Scotland. Mr 
‘ James Lee, of S who was called 


iursday even- | 
grocers, anc 


took 


tanley, 
shortly stated the objec! 
« of the meeting, and pointed out the 

e ' . . 
advantages which the inhabi- 
pa uld derive fror 
untry would aerive irom 
ltivation. From what 


“at 
* tg the cua, 


** many 
‘ res } ! 

** tants of this c 

its snecessiul ct 


‘ had passed under bis own observation 


| ' : Saas 
‘“ both on his own farm, and in Paisley 
‘ and its neighbourhood, he was ‘om 
« confident that it would succeed, and 


“that it would ripen perfectly in this 
‘ eountry. A committee of seven were 
- of which Mr. BDunean Hen- 
“ derson was app vin ted Secretary, to 
** corresp ynd with Mr. Cobbett, or any 
“ other gentleman pi can give infor 


’ ; 
* who pre luces th 
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“ mation on the subject. The harvest 
‘‘ home of Cobbett’s Indian Corn is to 
** be celebrated here on Friday the 13th 


“ of November, when the Society’s large 


‘‘ silver medal! wi!! be adjudged to the 

gentleman who produces the best 
‘‘ plant, bearing the greatest quantity of 
‘corn. One of the members has very 


“handsomely tendered a gold guinea, 
“which will be given to the gentleman 
e best ear of the corn 
‘of his own Alter the prizes 
have been awarded, the members and 
‘any other gentiernan who may honour 
* the by their presence, will 
‘ dine together, and itis hoped that this 
“novel event is only the prelude to 
“many others equally, if not more in- 
ripfion Was Imme- 
diately ed into, to purchase the 
“ medal, and defray other necessary ex- 
and the committee were iIn- 
“structed to advertise the competition, 
‘ which is to be open to every gentle- 
‘* man in the counties of Ayr, Rentrew, 
“end Lanarkshires, and the plan of 
“ their proceedings in the Paisley Ad- 
 vertiser and Glasgow Chronicle, a few 


“ weeks previous to the meeting. The 


} 
orawt) 
growin, 


meeting 


s 


. ' 
* teresting, A subse 


‘e ente 


** penses, 
i 


i“ thanks of the mec ling were given to 


“the chairman and secretary, after 
‘“‘ which the meeting broke up. 
The following article is taken from 


Tuas Norrineuam Review, of the 25th 


Septe mber :— 


“ Str —Last winter I bought an ear 
“ of Cobbett’s Corn at your (the editor's) 
“shop, which [I set in my field, and 
“have now fi! ws in avery fine 
and well worth the attention 
“of any person who is desirous of 

knowing whether it can be brought to 
untry. I sent for 
stock was all 


teen rr 


ss $..%. 


SUALE 


* perfection in this co 


“another enr, but your 
l then applied toe a 
of Le icester Who, 7 der ft fence « } 
as Cobbeit’s Corn, sold 


rent sorts, so 


me fndian 
co:n of diff hat | have 

‘at least five diff re Wins in 

“the same field, which I will ge rv 

“ show to any Semele who may thi ink 

‘‘ proper to apply, when he will have 


ier ent sorts 


| full proof of the superiority of Cob- 














seedsman 


Bh Gots al dedediies. 





thet whe 4k, 





















Met tah yo 


sere: me Mere 


of nt th ca Ai 


‘ 
‘ being 
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‘ bett’s Corn, and see the necessity of 
careful of whom he buys it. 
Yours truly, 
ios. 


© Silehy. n * Mowntsorrel 


Yes, 


the sort, Is 


this precaution, with regard to 
absolutely necessary; for, 


thou oh there are fouror 
0 toe! ars MUP Oo! 


five S ris, whic i} 





in some years, ripen in this island, 
there are many, a vreat many, 
that will not ripen in the greater part ol 
our years. And I know of no sort that 
Is a certain crop, except this one, which 
is, and which must be, called ‘* Con- 

To call it dwarf corn 


for Thave now growing in 
en at Kensington, four or five 
sorts as dwarf as mine; but none of 
them wi! ripen this year. Seedsmen 
have not been so much to b Jame. 
case; for they themselves were not at 
all aware of the consequences. 

I continue to receive, from all parts 
of the country, most pleasing accounts 
of the crops of my corn. Seedsmen 
will act with safety, if they sell, as 
“ Cobbeti’s Corn,” none but what they | ¥ 
know to have been grown in this coun- 
try; and they will know this in the same 
way that th »y ascertain the ¢ruth of 
their cabbage and other seeds; that is, 
by having them from persons of known 


ich wili be 


sorts, 


BETr’s Corn.” 
will not do : 
my ¢ ard 


in this 


integrity. | My own cro 

very large, will, 

for sale, of course; but { shall not have 

a thousandth part of what will, I trust, 
| year. 


p> wii! 


for the greater part, be 


‘ 


be wanted for seed-corn 
Those who mean to plant corn will, of 


next 


1 


course, get it in their own neighbour- 
hood, if they ean 
they have seen growing... The th 


_ from those whose crops 
‘ 

ing done, 
l am certain; and that, too, for the 
whole kingdom. I always said, that, in 
common years, the cotn would ripen tr 
I have said this, [am sure, 

b | 

i 


bd ' 
to filty Scotch gentiemen; and I an 


Sco! land 2 


particularly ylad that the eve: 
rified my op inion. Now, then, let the 
Americans take the s pinning-jennies 
the powe r- ‘vag and let them and the 
Polanders keep their wheat to them- 


selves, 


from Sir Tocmas Beevor, 
that he has one field of nine acres and 


A letter, which I have just received | 


1829: 446 


informs me, 


half; that, 


counts on, 


on avery careful estimate, he 
‘at least, ten coombs (lorty 
bushels) to the acre;” that he has one 
other acre in partnership with sixteen of 
his men, (who naturally were timid about 
a crop in their gar- 
1, seed, and manure, 
and they finding labour, and that he is 
to have half the crop; that he has de- 
partes from m) method. as to topping 
the corn; that he leaves the tops on, and 
“only the blades, or leaves, with 
which he feeds his horses, thinking that 
the tops 0 weht to remain with the stalks, 
For this drippy country this is, te haps, 
the best way; and I shall try it. Each 
of Sir Tuomas Bervor’s men will have 
a bushel and about a quarter of shelled 
at the very least; and this will 
teach the labourers of that neighbour- 
hood what to do with their gardens! 
They will soon discover the difference 
between this corn and their potatoes and 
cabbages. Each man will have the pro- 
duce of five rods of ground ; if the ground 
had been in his own occupation, he 
would h ve had that of ten rods, and his 
eorn would have amounted to two bushels 
and a half; and if in his own garden, 
would have been, most likely, from four 
to six bushels. The news of this will soon 
spread over the country. 

I repeat my earnest advice not fo ga- 
ther the cern in too soon: to fet it hang 
till it be perfectly hard; to gather no 
more at a time than you can husk and 
put away In a good state; to gather 
always in dry weather, and in the dry 
time of the day; and, where the crop is 
larze, to & as is done with the 
wheat this year; in this ets 


Te ee 
risking the loss of 


' , | erie 
agers), he finding lan 


takes of 


corn. 


ln-dry, 


», to dry in 


the ear, and not to suffer the heatto be 
higher than 8O devrre S, as i Tuun 
direets in the ease of wheat: do not put 
he ears more than four inches deep on 
+} Ls. shoe —* , } 

ne Kiln; letthem remain onthe kiln 
iony eno h to draw the moisture out of 


the cobb. But. abo . all thine 


ther, ¢:l] «lh 


husk t 
Mik LGC NUsK I 


8S, not to 
a 


at covers the ear 
this is the most ne- 


he perfectly white 
cessury thing of all. 


























































447 Apvy 


I wisi to send a parcel to some poor 
men at Seppe 
friend at Battle wrote to me some time 


. ‘ . » 
scomsB, near Battle. 


ago: I have lost his letter 7 bee him to 
writ a me again ; for I wish to send the 
parcel free of expense, and to have the | 


contents safely delivered, If he will un- 


dertake this kind office, I shall be much 
obliged to him. 





BOYS WANTED 


Micnarimas is the time for hiring: 
three stout boys, that have served me, 
have gone home to enjoy the country 
air: they have been very well behaved, 
but they like to change now and then. 
I want three more: they must be young, 
stout, able to hold a swing plough in 


nice, soft and dry ground; they must be 


civil, obedient, not sulky, willing to obey 
the head man; must not attempt to 
ramble from home; and must never, on 


any account, go into a pudlic-house. 
None will be hired that do not come in 
smock-frocks ; and none that have lived, 
for one whole week at a time, within 
thirty miles of London. 
from farmer's service, or from the houses 
of their parents ; those parents being 
labourers in husbandry, or country 
blacksmiths, or wheelwrights. They 
must come to Barn kim Farin, 
Barnes, not far from the bridge at Ham- 
mersmith. If they bring written cha- 
racters from their parishes, it will be 
more satisfactory. 


~_—_— — 


This day 


. ’ 
Conperr S 


and incidentally 





is published, 
Apvics to Younc Men, 


to Youna Women. | 


No. V. of 


TERTISEMENTS. 


They must come | 


near | 


have begun with the Youra, and shall, 


go to the Youre Maw or the Bacnewor, ! 


talk the mater with him as a 

Lover, then consider him in the cha- 
; he 

racter of Ilussanp; then as barHer; 

then as Cirizen or Sunsecr. 


over 


A TREATISE on COBBETT'S COR con- 


tainiug i eruction for propag sing and 
ly tine . lant ‘ ] © hear sctina 
‘ lItivating the pian » aha for Harvesune 
ul preserving the crop ; and also an ac- 


count of the sever: ] uses to which the pro- 
duce 1 


» each mode of application. J’rice os, Od. 


- 


i 
' 


upplied, with minute directions as } 


448 


THE WOODLANDS: 


A TREATISE 


On the preparing of ground for planting ; on 
; , . . , 
; the planting; on the cultivating; on the 


pruning ; and on the cutting down of Forest 


Trees and Underwoods ; 


DESCRIBING 
usual growth aud the 
sort of tree, the seed of each, the sea- 
and manner of collecting the 
and of sowing it, and 
the mauner of managing the young 
plants until fit to plant out; 


and size uses of 
ear h 

7 , 
son seed, the 
manner of preserving 


also 


THE TREES 
Being arranged in Alphabetical Order, and 
the List of them, including those of Ame- 
rica as well as those of England, and the 
English, French, Latin name being 
pretixed to the directions relative to each 
tree res} ecti 


and 
Vely. 


This is a very handsome octavo book, 
of fine paper and print, price 14s. and 
it contains mater sufficient to make any 
man a complete tree- planter. 


To be had at i83, Fleet Street. 


Just published, price 


Monthly, 


6d. to be continued 


No. IL., of 
<MER’S SERIES of the LIBRARY 
‘UL KNOW LEDGE, being the 
Part 1}. 
London: Published under the superintend- 
for the Diffusion of Useful 
by Baldwin and Cradock. 
work will embrace—lIst. Every 
Description of Live Stock; their Varieties, 
Food, and Management; Breeding ; Diseases ; 
their Prevention and Remedies. 2d. The 
General Labours of Agriculture, including 
every kind of Husbandry ; with Buildings, 
Machinery, Roads, Plantations, Timber, &c. 
dd. Domestic Economy, including the Dairy, 
Brewing, Wine and Cyder, Baking, Curing 
Meat, &c. 

A full Prospectus of the Plan of the Work 
may be procured on application tou any Book- 
seller. 


ance oi the 
Knowledge, 


Pg ‘The 


* 3 
society 


A LETTER HENRY STEWART, 


to Sir 


Bart., on the IMPROVEMENT in the QUA- 
LITY of TIMBER, to be effected by the high 
and quick GROWTH of FOREST TREES ; 
in | 


teply to certain Passages in his ** Planter’s 
ide.” By W. WITHERS. 

Holt: Printed by James Shalders ; and sold 
Messrs. Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, 


by yiessrs 
and Green, Paternoster-row, Loudon, 
1829. 
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Printed by William Cobbett, Johnson’s-court; and 
published by him, at 183, Fleet street. 
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